 12-Minute Write:
What’s it Like to be a Middle School Boy/Girl? 

Dear Seventh Graders,

Before our next class, I want you to spend twelve minutes writing about what it’s like to be a middle school boy or a middle school girl. You can write about your own experience, you can imagine what it’s like to be the opposite gender, or you can approach the topic in another way. Before you begin, please have two things set to go:

1. Some sort of timer so you can monitor your twelve minutes, &
2.  A way to write: computer, paper and pen, etc.

Once you’re ready, set your timer and write. A kitchen timer works well for most (not all) kids because you can watch and listen to your time tick away. When you’ve got a minute or two left, take a look at what you wrote at the beginning and use that to inspire your ending. Then after your time is expired, make sure to include an intriguing title and your name. Finally, highlight or bold the line you found most powerful and/or effective.

Bring your completed paper to our next class or email it to me at adatchison@moundsparkacademy.org before our next class begins.

This assignment will be worth ten points. It will be graded on substance, clarity and artistry. Here’s how it will be scored:

0 points: You did nothing. No, you can’t make it up (unless your parent can confirm unusual circumstances). You’ll recover from the loss – if you want to. You don’t want to play right now.

4 points: You did the assignment – kind of. You slopped something together to get the points, but you clearly didn’t care. You wanted the 4 points. You got up to bat, but quit.

5 points:  This is somewhere between a 4 and a 6. You struck out.

6 points: You cared. You did it, but either you missed something (like the title and your name or highlighting/bolding your best line), or it just didn’t go the way you wanted. That happens sometimes. You grounded out.

7 points: This is the score most of you will receive. It means you wrote at grade level. Your paper is fine. You did what you were supposed to do. You got a hit, and you got on base. A single.

8 points: Better than fine, you wrote above grade level. Your paper was clear and there were hints of brilliance. You hit a double.

9 points: Wow! A triple! There was real clarity, substance, and artistry to what you wrote. I can hear your voice, I can see word pictures, and I’m invested.

10 points:  Homerun! Once in a while, there’s magic when you read and when you write, and you hit it out of the park. Save this paper and show it off because writing doesn’t happen this way often enough. 

Write on!

Mrs. Atchison
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